
PLATE TECTONICS TEST REVIEW      Name:__________________________ 

 

1) Describe how plate tectonics causes the following major geologic events to happen. 

a)  ocean basins: 

b) earthquakes: 

c) volcanic eruptions: 

d) mountain building 

 

2)  When Alfred Wegner published The Origin of Continent and Oceans in 1915, he suggested that a 

___________________ called _________________ once existed. 

3)  What is the driving force behind the Theory of Plate Tectonics? 

 

4)  What causes the Mid Atlantic Ridge?   What type of plate boundary is it and where can it be found? 

 

5)  Because of seafloor spreading at some plate boundaries, and subduction zones at other plate boundaries, the 

Atlantic Ocean is getting _____________ while the Pacific Ocean is getting __________. 

6)  Where are many volcanoes found.? What is a nickname used for the boundaries around the Pacific Plate, and why 

does it have that nickname. 

 

7)  Predict how gradual shifts and changes within the Earth can change land features. 

 

8)  What is the difference between a constructive and destructive plate boundary. 

 

9)  Describe how convection currents cause the tectonic plates to move. 

 

10)  Based on Wegner’s theory on Pangaea, what can you infer will happen to our tectonic plates after millions more 

years pass by? 

 

11)  Describe the relative motion of the plates at the following plate boundaries: 

a)  Convergent: 

b)  Divergent 

c)  Convergent with subduction 

d)  Transforn:   



 

13)  Identify at least six of the major plates on the map below using the word bank.  You only need to identify and label 

the map using the following letter locations:  B, D, F, G, I, J, L, N 

 

 

14)  Research (lab journal, textbook) the direction the plates move, and draw arrows indicating the direction of 

movement on the map above. 

15)  What does density have to do with plate movement? 

 

16)  List 3 new things you have learned by studying this unit. 

a) 

 

b) 

 

c) 

 

 


